Clearwater Township Board Special Meeting
July 10, 2020
Minutes Approved July 23, 2020

A special meeting of the Clearwater Township Board was called to order on July 10, 2020
at 9:01 AM at the Clearwater Township Hall to obtain public input related to the Glade
Vall ey “Old Iron” bridge and to conduct a
regarding a settlement strategy and participate in a mediation in the pending case of
Stevens vs Clearwater Township, 19-13283-CH.

Roll call of board members: Jule Moore-present, Michael Gaylord-present; Barb Crambell-
excused; may join via conference line later; Greg Bradley-present, Jeremy Morrison-
excused.

Also present, Attorney Wierda, Attorney Roth, Mr. & Mrs. Stevens and 11 guests.

Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Declaration of conflict of Interest: None
Public Comment: Please limit to 3 minutes each

1. Concern regarding acoustics in Township Hall. Statements regarding history of the
bridge since the Township has had responsibility for the bridge during the last 20
years. Spoke in favor of the Stevens; especially from a safety concern. Common
sense should prevail.

2. Spoke in favor of the Stevens owning the bridge and public access to the bridge for
community to enjoy.

3. Spoke in favor of the removing the bridge and putting it at Freedom Park; the

Stevens could purchase the road and access.

Spoke in favor of allowing fire trucks and ambulance get to the Stevens’ property.

Spoke in favor of Stevens’ ownership; Township has never maintained the bridge

since it was acquired while she owned the property; let the Stevens have the bridge;

let them enjoy the river property they own.

6. Spoke in favor of Stevens’ ownership; love the bridge, but concerned more about
the people.

7. Spoke against the Stevens’ ownership of the bridge given the historical nature of
the bridge; it should remain under Township ownership.

8. Spoke about the importance of the board hearing the thoughts and concerns of the
residents who came to the meeting.
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Supervisor Gaylord made a statement about the 2015 Agreement between the
Township and Mr./Mrs. Stevens regarding the bridge; Mr./Mrs. Stevens sued the
Township; we did not sue them.

cl os

9. Supervisor Gaylord read several emailst hat wer e received regard

bridge. These emails will be attached to the minutes.
a. The bridge should not be sold or allowed to fall into private hands that would

potentially have it destroyed or barred

of local history that needs to be preserved.



b. The Old Iron Bridge should be kept in the hands of the Township and its
people.

c. bon’ t al | o wBritigh &d i3 historyltorbecome private property.

We must keep these places alive and open for all to seek enjoyment and
comfort.

d. The Township already fought to keep the bridge and won; should remain as
natural as possible and left for our future public to enjoy.

e. The bridge should remain in it spot and be open to the public. Township
should advertise and put a sign on Valley Rd about the history.

f. Email statement from years ago: The OId Iron Bridge is not ours to sell or
trade; 1t belongs to the people of the <c
born yet.

g. The community needs a resolution to this issue that is divisive. The bridge is
historical and the area is beautiful, but the Township need to allow for safe
access to the property ownher’s home.

Supervisor Gaylord stated that residents can look up the Stevens agreement to better
understand the history and that the meeting would go into recess now at 9:27 AM until
9:55 AM.

Meeting resumed at 9:55 AM.

Motion by Bradley, seconded by Moore, to go into closed session to consult with our
attorney regarding settlement strategy to participate in a mediation in the pending case of
Stevens vs Clearwater Township, 19-13283-CH.

Roll call of board members: Michael Gaylord-yes; Greg Bradley-yes; Jule Moore-yes

Entered Closed Session at 10:00 AM.

The Township Board remained in Closed Session until 3:30 PM, at which time Supervisor
Gaylord left for personal health reasons. At that time, due to lack of quorum, the Closed
Session ended.

Due to lack of quorum, the Board was unable to return to Open Session and make a
motion to adjourn.

Attachments follow.

Respectfully submitted,
Jule Moore, Clerk



Greenwalt Iron Bridge

Subject: Greenwalt Iron Bridge
From:

Mike- As you are the Supervisor of Clearwater Township, | urging you to do whatever it takes to
keep the Old Iron Bridge over Rapid River intact and a public access to the River.

As a life long resident and current property owner and taxpayer of Clearwater township, |
totally support the Bridge not being sold or allowed to fall into private hands that would
potentially have it destroyed or barred from the public. It needs and deserves township support.
Itis an important piece of local history that needs to be preserved. The easement it allows to

both sides of Rapid River is very important to the general public. | own property on Rapid River
adjoining Freedom Park and | still allow people to walk my property to access Rapid River. River
access is so precious in this day and age and the Iron Bridge represents an important piece of
property that supports this very kind of access the public needs.

Please add my support to the cause of the township keeping and preserving this historic
bridge.

Mark L. Guy

0Old Iron Bridge

Subject: Old Iron Bridge

Hello Mike,

I am writing to give my support to keep the Old Iron Bridge free to all and not be
owned by anyone person. This should be kept in the hands of the township and its
people.

Thank you.

Vickey Wearda

lof1 7/10/2020, 8:26 AM



Old iron bridge

Subject: Old iron bridee
From: Alexis Tripp -

Good morning, I have been enjoying the old iron bridge, rapid river and the accesses to Torch
Lake for 3@ years. My children have grown up walking the bridge to commemorate special
occasions, and exploring the river to relieve the daily stress of our fast pace world. We
rely on these historical spots to bring perspective to our lives. These memorials bring peace
and clarity and have given us countless memories that are forever etched on our soul. I
cannot imagine having to tell them that we are no longer Able to enjoy these serene places.
To give up these places Means we are giving up a part of the history of Rapid River and once
it’s gone - there is no turning back. I personally have witnessed countless smiles on
strangers faces as they too partake and enjoy these memorable spots. Elderly who walk the
bridge with echos of their past rushing under their feet in the waters of the Rapid River. I
have witnessed the pure joy of teenagers bravely canoeing and kayaking the rapid waters -
leaving behind the technological world they were born in. Even the educational value of these
places are priceless to my family and many others. The world is moving so fast and the
history of many places like this are being erased everyday. Please don’t allow the Old Iron
Bridge and everything it encompasses become one ef these statistics. We must do what is right
for the future and keep these places alive and open for all to seek enjoyment and comfort in
a past that once was. Thank You, Alexis

Bridge.

Subject: Bridge.
From: ferol skaggs
Date: '

To: mi

I don’t see how this is even an issue, the township already fought to keep it and won.. this
has been a part of so many peoples childhoods and lives and it’s a beautiful part of history
that should rightfully remain as natural as possible and left for our future public to enjoy.

Sent from my iPhone

Lofl 7/8/2020, 3:19 PM
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The test of our community's character may be in how well we keep and safeguard the unique
natural and historical features that have been passed down through the generations for the
benefit of all. We can't afford to lose this old iron bridge, this special place, access to this stretch
of the river. And it's not ours to sell or trade. It belongs to the people of the community, some of
whom aren't even born yet.

£ M«g e Koot




Clearwater TWP Clerk

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject: Old Iron Bridge

I know the meeting has already started and I am also a fairly new resident only having lived here for 6 years.
However, public opinion has been asked for and I would like to share mine.

Two things of utmost importance seem to outweigh the rest of the issues. One is that we need resolution to this
issue that is splitting the people of this community. We see enough division in our country and we don’t need it
here. This issue is causing people who love each other and even family to become separated and even bitter. No
matter the historical value, that should not replace relational value.

Secondly, access to the home of a local resident. I’ve heard both sides of the argument and both have differing
understanding of what had been agreed upon and even ordered by court. But this should not negate the
responsibility of the township to making sure our community residents have full access to their home and to
emergency services.

I do agree that the bridge is historical and it is a lovely location but we also have several more appealing and
accessible locations for public enjoyment. My husband and I walked down there this winter to see what all the
fuss was about. There is no place to park, there is no place to sit, there is no area for picnic for family. It’s a
lovely view but that’s about it. In my opinion, every view of the river is lovely and anywhere that you can
enjoy it is fine. It doesn’t have to be a residents roadway.

Let them have it.

Christine Johnson



