
Clearwater Township 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting of July 6, 2020 
As approved August 3, 2020 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance: 

Chair Backers called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m., and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call of Members and Recognition of Visitors: 

Commissioners present:  Backers, Cassasa, Moore, Fields, Von See. 
Township official:  Zoning Administrator Parzych 
Public:  Jim Leffew, Carol Backers 

Approval of Agenda: 

Chair Backers asked to move the New Business section to before the Unfinished Business section and to 
receive the Zoning Administrator’s Report at that time, to accommodate a scheduling exigency of the 
Zoning Administrator. There was no objection.  

MOTION  by Casassa, second by Backers to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried. 

Call for Disclosure of Conflicts of Interests: 

Chair calls for commissioners to disclose any real or potential conflicts of interests. All commissioners 
declared no conflicts of interests. 

Approval of Minutes: 

MOTION  by Casassa, second by Backers to approve the minutes of March 2, 2020 as presented.  Motion 

carried. 

Public Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda: None 

Commissioner Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda: None 

Correspondence: None 

New Business 

Report of Zoning Administrator: 

Zoning Administrator Parzych – distributed his reports for March, April, and May 2020, which reports are 
hereby incorporated into the record by reference, and copies of which are attached to the permanent 
copy of these minutes as [Att A], [Att B], and [Att C]. 

Harty Ausel / BA Rentals Inc. – Petition for Site Plan review to place a commercial sign on property 
having tax ID 004-021-006-15, with the address 6481 Rapid City Road, Rapid City, MI 49676. Discussion 
was held, but no action was taken by the Planning Commission, because the Zoning Administrator had 
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already thoroughly reviewed the plan, found it to be in compliance with all the requirements of 
Ordinance 22 (Zoning), Article XII - Signs, Section 12.03 – Signs Permitted in Commercial Light-Industry 
District. A land use permit has been issued. As a matter of good record, a copy of this petition is 
attached to the permanent copy of these minutes as [Att D]. 

Ashley Krogel – Request for Zoning Approval for a Group Child-Care Home, at address 5452 Schneider 
Road, Rapid City, MI 49676. This request has been reviewed by the Zoning Administrator. The use is a 
permitted use by right in the R-2 Multifamily Residential District, per Ordinance 22 (Zoning), Article XIV, 
Section 14.02.B. No action is required by the Planning Commission. As a matter of good record, a copy of 
this request is attached to the permanent copy of these minutes as [Att E]. 

Pole barns – Parzych reiterated his concerns about proliferating large pole barns, in the township, which 
he believes are being built to become indoor marijuana growing facilities. Discussion included the need 
to work on a marijuana ordinance for the township (Agenda item 3 under Unfinished Business).  

Parzych suggested that the Zoning Ordinance might require a limit to the size of pole barns to be 
permitted under use by right, and that larger pole barns require a special use permit that would include 
the owner stipulating the kind of use planned for the building. Fields raised the question of whether the 
township has the authority to require disclosure of purpose from a citizen property owner. This will 
require more research. 

Concerning the marijuana ordinance; the township will have to craft a proper ordinance to manage the 
state-legal marijuana facilities. At present, the township’s prior “opt-out” decision will hold. But, the 
time is coming when that will be successfully challenged. We do not have model ordinance language yet, 
to assist us. We will research the ordinances of the nearby townships in preparation for next month’s 
meeting. Locales to check include, Traverse City, East Bay Township, and Kalkaska Village and Township. 
(Resource people named were Adam Devaney and Jeff Sieting.) 

Unfinished Business: 

Valley Road “Bowling Alley Lots” – The idea is to rezone the land, in Sections 14 and 15, lying north of 
Valley Road to Rapid River, as either R-1 Single Family Residential, or R-3 Forest Residential.  

Township rezoning project – Discussion included the need for careful attention to the housekeeping 
details of the impact that an amendment to one article will have on other articles in the ordinance. Since 
the anticipated amendments upcoming will be many and of varying natures, it seems a wise strategy to 
hold more than one public hearing – doing things that will make it easier for people to make use of their 
residential property will face considerably less resistance than will the effort to add more commercial 
property to the township. 

We plan to gather our information and work on the language at our August meeting, then hold public 
hearings at special meetings dedicated solely to those hearings. There was much discussion on the 
question of renaming the Commercial-Light-Industry district to simply Commercial. While some see the 
district purpose as truly just being commercial, others point out that there was a reason for including 
light industry in the name. More discussion ensued regarding the rationale for extending the commercial 
district on Rapid City Road, north from Plum Valley Road to the county line, where it meets up with the 
commercial district of Helena Township in Antrim County. [At 7:55 p.m., Parzych left the meeting.] 
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Report of Planning Commission Chair: 

Chair Backers - commented that most of his report was already included in the preceding discussion. 
There followed some discussion of the recent holiday weekend and the behavior of the visiting 
celebrants.  

Report of Township Representative: 

Clerk Moore – reported that both Shell-Way and Pine Circle will be resurfaced this year. The county is 
loaning the money to the township to be paid back in 2021. The rezoning of a portion of Jason 
Morrison’s property was enacted May 21, published May 28, and became effective on June 5. The Fire 
Department is getting a new tanker and is selling the old one along with two pickup trucks. Bids are 
going out next week to remove the cement block restrooms at Freedom Park. We now have restrooms 
with regular stalls in compliance with the ADA. There is a new, locked, drop box outside the township 
hall, where people can conveniently and securely deposit applications, tax payments, and the like. Also, 
there is now a sign posted on the door to let the public know when the clerk is in. There is a service table 
placed across office door, so that transactions can be safely conducted, observing required COVID-19 
protocol. The Board is still considering if and when to resume rental of the public buildings; they will see 
how the two-week period following the Fourth of July plays out before making a decision.  

Report of ZBA Representative: 

Commissioner Casassa – reported that the ZBA hasn’t had a meeting yet. They have received a variance 
request, so there will be a special meeting on August 10.  

Closing Public Comment: None 

Adjournment: 

MOTION  by Fields, second by Backers, to adjourn. Adjournment at 8:08 p.m. 

Assignments: 

 All commissioners to bring their research to the next meeting and be prepared to assist in 
crafting the necessary ordinance amendments. 

Next Meeting:  August 3, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. – location to be announced. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Tina Norris Fields 
Secretary 
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