
Clearwater Township 

Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting of December 6, 2021 
Held via Zoom due to winter storm 

As approved January 3, 2022 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance: 

Vic Chair Leffew called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and opened with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Roll Call of Members and Recognition of Visitors: 

Commissioners present:  Cassasa, Fields, Keyes, Leffew. 

Commissioners absent:  Von See 

Township officials:  Supervisor and Acting Zoning Administrato Tom Backers 

Public:  Adam DeVaney, Dan Packer 

Approval of Agenda: 

MOTION  by Keyes, second by Casassa, to accept the agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

Call for Disclosure of Conflicts of Interests: 

Chair called for commissioners to disclose any real or potential conflicts of interests. All 
declared no conflicts of interests. 

Approval of Minutes: 

MOTION  by Casassa, second by Keyes, to accept the minutes of November 8, 2021, as 

presented.  Motion carried. 

Public Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda: 

Supervisor Backers – is planning a special meeting on Thursday or Friday of this week, to review 
three snow-plowing bids and get that issue taken care of.  

Commissioner Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda: 

None. 

Correspondence for Matters Not on the Agenda: 

None. 

Old Business: 

Backers – reported he has spoken with Denny Corrado and is hoping to have information for 
the Township Board meeting of December 16. The question of permitting commercial 
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marijuana enterprises in the township will be on the May ballot, but language has to be 
developed and approved by the February 8 deadline. Superviosr Backers would like the 
Planning Commission to craft language on how many licenses of what categories we would 
want to permit and where such enterprises should be located. There was discussion about 
Corrado’s reputation among those with whom he has worked. One concern was the potential 
for ethical concerns, particularly in having him be both the person who sets up the system and 
the inspector of the system. More research is required. 

Report of Planning Commission Chair: 

No report. 

Report of Township Representative: 

Trustee Keyes – reported that the connection difficulties with the Zoom meeting prevented him 
from full paticipation. He was able to pass along the contact information for Denny Corrado 
toSupervisor Backers, and that was all.  

Supervisor Backers stepped in to help with the report. The Board received Reports from the 
Sheriff Department and the Fire Department. Road Commissioner John Rogers was there to 
address the question of where to go with the money we have. Gillett Road, above the cemetery 
to the top of the hill is just one big sand dune. UPS and propane trucks can no longer go up 
there. The planned paving for Gillett tRoad will extwnd three or four houses beyond the 
cemetery and will include a culvert at the cemetery entrance area. That will cost the township 
$130,000. Beyond that there may be crushed aggregate or limestone applied to the final mile 
up to the top of the ridge. This is not yet decided. 

The township’s insurance agent, Palu Olsen, made his presentation for renewal of the 
township’s policy, clarifying what is covered. A few adjustments were made. Since then, 
Backers has also contacted Olsen about cyber security, since we are now using outside services 
for much of our digital modernization.  

Underhill easement: Backers reported that the township is considering buying the six acres in 
question, because the $2,500 per month being asked by the owner for the easement is too 
high. The Road Commission is trying to extend its agreement with the landowner for one year 
to give the township time to try to buy a 66-foot right-of-way from Trosco Road to Underhill 
Road, eliminating the problem of the bridges until we are ablr to repair them. 

The snow plowing bids were not all available at the Townshp Boar meeting, which is why 
Supervisor Backers wants to call a special meeting this week to handle that matter.  

Leffew asked for clairfication on the matter of extra pay for the Clerk for handling the FOIA 
requests. Backers explained that the previous Board had passed a resolution approving $20 per 
hour for work done by the Clerk that exceeded her regular responsibiities. The law permits the 
township to appoint a FOIA agent, and the current Board has appointed Clerk Booy to that 
position. She turns in a separate time sheet for tasks outside her regular duties as clerk, such as 
serving as FOIA agent. Supervisor Backers stated that the confusion was essentially a 
disagreement between the Treasurer and the Clerk. 



Planning Commission Minutes of December 6, 2021 As approved Jauary 3, 2022 

 Page -3- 

Report of ZBA Representative: 
Commissioner Casassa –the ZBA met to consider a variance request from a homeowner in 
Torch Court who wanted to rebuild the north side of his property that gets flooded. If he rebuilt 
just the single story in the same footprint, even though it did encroach on the 10-foot setback, 
the ZBA would approve,because it represents less than 50% of the existing nonconforming 
structure. But, he wanted to add a second story. Ultimately, the ZBA determined that if he 
could design the two-story rebuild in such a way as to not encroach on either ther property line 
setback or the roadway setback, he could get approval. This information has been sent to the 
homeowner. The ZBA has not heard back from him as of yet. 

Report of Zoning Administrator: 

Acting Zoning AdministratorBackers – reported that the people of the Go Big storage have 
purchased the property at 7909 Rapid City Road, in the Village Commercial zone. The property 
is approximately 4.5 acres. They want to put up ten storage units. This feels like a problem since 
we are trying to dress up our downtown area. Backers told the applicant that he would have to 
come to the Planning Commission and try to make his case for putting up pole barn storage 
units right on the main drag leading to our downtown.  

There are no new land use permit applications. 

Backers had a call from a homeowner on Crystal BeachRoad who is planning to install solar 
panels on the rooftop of his house.  

Another call came from a contractor who gets DNR permits for wetlands construction. The 
property has a wtland between the house and the river. The property owner is seeking a way to 
build a boardwalk from the house to the river to permit a man who uses a wheeochair to have 
access to the river. Backers recommended building a “floating” boardwalk with no footings sunk 
into the ground. 

He also was contacted by a man about difficulty placing a trailer home on his property. There is 
a six-inch encroachment on the road setback because of a window overhang. The trailer cannot 
be moved farther back or it will encroach on the property line setback. Backers okayed the 
minor road setback encroachment. 

We do have an applicant for the Zoning Administrator position. Backers hopes to get him 
approved at the December 16 Township Board meeting. 

New Business 

Jim Leffew –spoke about finding a way to acknowledge Deputy Clerk Margret Spaan, for her 
enormous contribution to the well-bing and functioning of the township, and some way to 
support her as she makes the journeys to help care for her extremely ill mother in the U.P. A 
gift card to help pay for her gas was suggested. 

Closing Public Comment: 

Adam DeVaney- asked about the official name of Denny Corrado’s business. It is Regal Security 
Consultants. DeVaney has been unable to find that business listed in Michigan’s LARA. He 
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suggests we get feedback from the townships and villages for whom he has done work. He also 
asked if we have any response from our legal team regarding the original intent behind the 
wording “Adult Care Faciity” as used in our Zoning Ordinance. Supervisor Backers said he had 
not yet forwarded that question to the township legal counsel but that he would. Backersalso 
suggested perhaps getting an opinion from the Michigan Attorney General. DeVaney said he is 
raising the question because the Adult Foster Care law explicitly excludes rehab facilities. 

Adjournment: 

MOTION  by Fields, second by Leffew, to adjourn.  Adjournment at 7:56 p.m.. 

Next Meeting:  January 3, 2022, jointly wuth the ZBA, at 7:00 p.m. in the ClearwaterTownship 

Community Center. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tina Norris Fields 

Secretary 

 

 


