
Clearwater Township 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting of December 1, 2014 
As approved February 2, 2015 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance: 

Chair Parzych called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m., and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call of Members and Recognition of Visitors: 

Commissioners present:  Backers, Fields, Parzych, Von See. 
Commissioners absent:  Vance. 
Township officials:  Zoning Administrator Molby 
Public:  None present. 

Approval of Agenda: 

MOTION  by Parzych, second by Backers, to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 

Call for Disclosure of Conflicts of Interests: 

Chair calls for commissioners to disclose any real or potential conflicts of interests.  All commissioners 
declared they had none. 

Approval of Minutes: 

MOTION  by Von See, second by Parzych, to accept the minutes of November 3, 2014 as presented.  

Motion carried. 

Public Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda: 

There was none. 

Comments from Commissioners for Matters Not on the Agenda: 

There were none. 

Old Business: 

Fields distributed the corrected language for the Article XXVI amendment, that was first heard at public 
hearing November 18, 2013.  The proposed amendment was sent to the Township Board, following 
that meeting, but it did not get taken up for enactment.  This is probably because, at that time, one 
member of the Board was very ill, and another member was out of town.  It probably simply got 
postponed to a later date, when all the Board members could be present, and then just got 
overlooked.  In researching the matter, some needed clerical or housekeeping corrections were 
discovered.  Those corrections have now been made and the amendment is ready for resubmission to 
the Township Board.  During discussion, the question was raised concerning whether the entire 
process would have to be repeated if the Township Board did not take up the matter within some time 
limit.   
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MOTION  by Parzych, second by Backers, to resubmit the amended Article XXVI to the Township Board, 

with a memo indicating that it is being submitted for the second time .  Motion carried. 

Report of Township Board Representative: 

No report. 

Report of Zoning Administrator: 

Zoning Administrator Molby – distributed his report for November, which report is hereby 
incorporated into the record by reference, and a copy of which is attached to the permanent copy of 
these minutes as [Att A]. 

New Business 

Election of officers for 2015   

MOTION  by Backers, second by Parzych, to maintain the current officers for 2015; Chair – Adam 

Parzych, Vice-Chair – Tom Backers, Secretary – Tina Norris Fields.  Motion carried. 

Setting dates – Fields distributed a proposed calendar for regular meeting dates through March 2016, 
as follows: 

January 5, 2015* February 2, 2015* March 2, 2015* 

April 6, 2015 May 4, 2015 June 1, 2015 

July 6, 2015 August 3, 2015 September 14, 2015 

October 5, 2015 November 2, 2015 December 7, 2015 

January 4, 2016 February 1, 2016 March 7, 2016 

* Note – these dates are already established. 

MOTION  by Backers, second by Parzych, to accept the proposed meeting dates.  Motion carried. 

Budget 

Following discussion, the following budget is what the Planning Commission proposes:   

Planning Commission Salary  $12,000 
ZBA Salary  $2,000 
Zoning Administrator Salary  $10,000 
Recording Secretary  $1,000 
Transportation  $1,000 
Schooling/Training  $3,000 
Attorney Fees  $1,000 
Professional Services  $500 
Printing/Publishing  $2,000 
Total  $32,500 
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MOTION  by Parzych, second by Backers, to send the proposed budget to the township board.  Motion 

carried. 

Chair Parzych discussed the Planning Commission’s options, depending on the Township Board’s 
response to this proposed budget, and requested that his comments be recorded in the minutes.  It is 
the intent of the Planning Commission to acquire an electronic sign to make information available to 
the public.  This proposed budget includes sufficient monies to make that possible.  If the budget gets 
trimmed so that there is not enough money to acquire the sign, Chair Parzych proposes that the 
Planning Commission will hold fundraisers in order to earn the necessary money and purchase the sign 
independently of the Township Board.  In that case, the Planning Commission will be in charge of the 
sign, and if it is legal to do so, the Commission will rent out space on the sign to other users for their 
events, thereby generating the funds for maintenance and operation of the sign.   

Closing Public Comment: 

Backers announced that the Kalkaska Republicans will be hosting a Christmas dinner on December 16, 
2014, at the Up North Grill in Kalkaska.   

Adjournment: 

MOTION  by Backers, second by Von See, to adjourn.  Adjournment at 7:50 p.m. 

Assignments: 

 Fields to research the MPEA and MZEA laws for any reference to a time limit for Township 
action on the proposed amendment. 

 Fields to resubmit the amended Article XXVI to the Township Board, with the appropriate 
explanatory memo. 

Next Meeting:  January 5, 2015 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Tina Norris Fields 
Secretary 
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