
Clearwater Township 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Regular meeting of April 11, 2022 

Proposed Minutes 
Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance: 

Vice Chair Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm, and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call of Members and Recognition of Visitor: 

ZBA members:  Snyder, Packer, Cox, Casassa, Seefried.  Gerlach was not able to connect 

via Zoom 

Township officials: Zoning Administrator Lisa Leedy 

Public:  none 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Casassa, second by Cox, to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

Call for Disclosure of Conflicts of interest: 

All members declared no conflicts. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion by Casassa, second by Snyder, to accept as presented the minutes of the January 3, 

2022, joint meeting with the Planning Commission.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda: 

No public present. 

 

Old Business: 

On October 11, 2021, by unanimous vote, the ZBA amended the bylaws, SECTION 5C:  

Conflict of Interest. 

Language in Zoning Ordinance #22, Article XXVI, 26.11, Standards for Reviewing 

Dimensional (Non-Use) Variances was amended by the ZBA and approved by the Township 

Board on November 4, 2021.   

Secretary Casassa will contact the Clearwater Township Website administrator to make these 

corrections of Zoning Ordinance #22 on the Township Website. 

 

Planning Commission Report: 

March 7, 2022, a public hearing was held for a special land use permit at 7909 Rapid City 

Road. It was requested by Harty Ausel for 30 rental storage units of 720 sq ft each. The 

Commission found Standards 1 and 7 were not met so the permit was denied. 

March 14, 2022, several Short Term Rental and Blight Ordinances from local communities 

were discussed and evaluated in an attempt to create one appropriate for CWT.  This work 

will continue with a Peddlers Ordinance next. 



ARTICLE XVII, AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT was discussed in relation to Section 17.02 B, 

PERMITTED USES. Commissioners believed it best to make the change of permitted uses 

from “adult care”  to “adult foster care.” The motion to change all references of “adult care” to 

“adult foster care” was unanimously passed. 

April 7, 2022, we learned the plot map being used to evaluate the Ausel property on Rapid 

City Road did not indicate the abandoned railroad right-of-way.  To the east of the line the 

property is zoned Village Commercial. To the west, the majority of the property is zoned 

Recreational. 

There are four properties that have been rezoned in the past three years that have not been 

recorded in Zoning Ordinance #22.  Because of their age, a Public Hearing with the Planning 

Commission may need to be scheduled and the results presented to the Township Board to 

accept at which point Zoning Ordinance #22 will be amended to reflect the new zoning. 

 

Zoning Administrator report: 

Lisa Leedy was present to discuss the new position of Zoning Administrator that is MR 

Consulting. She is currently focused on complaints and encouraging compliance with the 

opportunity to use the April cleanup day to eliminate excessive junk. Her partner, Marvin 

Radtke, Jr is currently working primarily with land use requests and permits.  She shared 

information about their business and a history of personally serving in several township 

governments.  Leedy has already been directly involved in organizing township records and 

has helped streamline our office technology.  A dangerous building ordinance was explained 

and suggested as further financial protection for our township 

 

New Business 

Changing the bylaws to elect officers in January from one year to two years was discussed. 

There was question of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (MCL 125.3101) allowing our board 

to make this change.  Casassa made a motion, seconded by Snyder, to change the bylaws to 

a two year period unless a call to the MTA advises against it.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

4/12/2022 MTA representatives advised that the MZEA appointment to the ZBA is a three year 

term. MZEA does not restrict the time a member can hold office, within their three year term. 

 

A motion was made by Cox, seconded by Casassa, to elect Snyder to a two year term as 

Chair.  The motion carried unanimously 

A motion was made by Snyder, seconded by Casassa, to elect Packer to a two year term as 

Vice Chair.  The motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Snyder, seconded by Kurt Cox, to elect Casassa to a two year term as 

Secretary.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 



Board members then began a review and discussion of Zoning Ordinance #22 minimum 

structure setback. Previous setback variance decisions were reexamined and a variety of 

current potential setback issues were questioned and explored. 

Dan Packer brought up the issue of a dwelling unit definition and the restrictions on a 

separate guest house on the same property.  This was discussed in relation to a short term 

rental ordinance for the township. 

 

Adjournment: 

Motion by Snyder, seconded by Casassa, to adjourn.  Adjournment at 9:15 pm. 

Next regular meeting:  July 11, 2022 


