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Clearwater Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2022-2026

Executive Summary

Introduction

This Five Year Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2022-2026, adopted by the Clearwater Township Board on
[Enter Date], is intended to guide present and future recreational resource development within the township,
including park land, park facilities, recreational programs, and public open spaces.

This plan, in addition to serving as a guide for recreation facilities and program development, is prepared to
satisfy the requirements set forth by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). Recreation
plans are required by the MDNR for state and federal grant eligibility.

Community Description

Clearwater Township, located in the northwest quadrant of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, occupies an area of
extraordinarily beautiful topography, and is known regionally as the “Gateway to Torch Lake.” Traversed by the
Rapid River, bounded on the north by Torch Lake and on the west by Torch River and Lake Skegemog, the
Township is advantageously positioned along major waterways of The Elk River Chain of Lakes Watershed.
This Watershed drains fourteen lakes, and their interconnecting rivers, in a 500 square mile area of land across
Antrim, Charlevoix, Grand Traverse and Kalkaska Counties. The waters of this watershed �nally reach the
mouth of Elk River in Elk Rapids, where they �ow into the Grand Traverse Bay and join Lake Michigan.
Clearwater Township sits in the far northwest corner of Kalkaska County and is bounded on the North by
Helena Township (Antrim County), on the East by Rapid River Township (Kalkaska County), on the South by
Kalkaska Township (Kalkaska County), and on the West by Milton Township (Antrim County) and
Whitewater Township (Grand Traverse County).

Re�ecting the important presence of these waterways in Clearwater Township, approximately one quarter of the
Township's land area is devoted to public recreational uses – such as hiking, �shing, swimming, boating, and
camping in the summer; and hunting, snowmobiling, snow-shoeing, and cross-country skiing in the winter – in
the Township’s forests, conservation areas, rivers, lakes and streams.

Clearwater Township in the 21st Century is predominantly rural and residential in character. The township has
no heavy industrial activity. Its commercial districts are Village Commercial (located in the village center
proper), and Commercial-Light-Industry (located primarily on Rapid City Road to the south of the village
proper). In the village center, there are only a few businesses: BP gas station and convenience store, Cone Corral
pizzeria and ice cream store, Market Place party store, Shear Shack beauty parlor and barber shop, Torch Lake
Boat and Body collision repair shop, Dollar General convenience store, and Gamers Paradise.  In addition, there
are several more businesses south of the village center, along with approximately 110 home occupation
businesses throughout the township. Although the commercial life of the Township is modest, its watershed
heritage and rich outdoors assets make it very attractive for tourism and outdoor activities year-round.
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The most recent census data shows that Clearwater Township has a permanent population of 2,518 persons, a
median age of 47.7 years old, and a median household income of $55,372.

Administrative Structure

Clearwater Township Board

Elected Township Board: Clearwater Township has a �ve-member board, consisting of the Supervisor, the
Treasurer, the Clerk, and two Trustees. The term of o�ce is four years, with elections held in the years of federal
presidential elections.

Sta� Description: The township employs a Deputy Clerk, a Deputy Treasurer, two part-time grounds
maintenance people as well as a part-time zoning administrator and a part-time assessor. The Supervisor, Clerk,
Treasurer, and Trustees are elected o�cials.

Clearwater Township Planning Commission

The Planning Commission is a �ve-member commission. The purpose of this Commission is to oversee the
orderly development of the Township. This Commission systematically reviews the Township's Master Plan and
its Zoning Ordinance and encourages public participation through public meetings and public hearings. A small
stipend is paid to Planning Commission members.

Clearwater Township Zoning Board of Appeals

The Zoning Board of Appeals is a �ve-member board. The purpose of this Board is to handle appeals from
actions taken by the Planning Commission or Township Board, to render interpretations of the Zoning
Ordinance, and to hear requests for dimensional variances from that Ordinance. A small stipend is paid to
Zoning Board of Appeals members.

Clearwater Township Parks & Recreation Committee

This advisory Committee was �rst established and appointed by the Township Board in 2001 and continues to
the present as a standing committee of the township. It consists of a number of community-minded citizens,
who meet under the guidance of a chairperson designated by the Township Board. This Committee makes
monthly reports to the Township Board regarding the status of our recreational facilities and any ongoing
projects. The members of this committee serve on a volunteer basis, without compensation. In addition to
preparing this Parks & Recreation Master Plan, the Parks & Recreation Committee undertakes to implement
the actions described in this Plan, as approved by the Clearwater Township Board. This Committee is assigned
an annual line item in the annual Township budget, corresponding to the actions planned for the year in
question. Final approval of the Plan and budget lies with the Township Board. Maintaining the township
recreational facilities is performed by two part-time grounds maintenance employees.
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Procedures Followed

All meetings of the Clearwater Township Board, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Parks &
Recreation Committee are conducted according to Robert's Rules of Order. Public notice is given in advance of
all meetings and published in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. Agendas are provided to those attending,
and minutes are recorded and made available to the public according to the Freedom of Information Act. Other
procedures followed are those explained in the Zoning Ordinance, in the Administrative Rules for Townships,
and in the reference guide Michigan Laws Pertaining to Planning.

Relationships

Relationships with Other Public or Private Organizations

The Clearwater Township Planning Commission and the Clearwater Township Parks & Recreation Committee
have developed working relationships with several government agencies and non-pro�t organizations. Before any
project is undertaken, it will be discussed with organizations that are likely to be a�ected or become involved,
including:

● Kalkaska County Planning Commission

● Kalkaska County Board of Commissioners

● Kalkaska County Road Commission

● Kalkaska County Sheri� Department

● Kalkaska County Soil Erosion O�ce

● Kalkaska Conservation District

● Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy

● Networks Northwest (formerly Northwest Michigan COG)

● Helena Township Board

● Three Lakes Association

● Elk-Skegemog Lakes Association

● Torch Lake Protection Alliance

● Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

● Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay

● Michigan State University-Cooperative Extension Service

● USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service

● Paddle Antrim
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Volunteers

Clearwater Township has utilized volunteer help through both labor and funds.  Many people in the township,
the Parks  & Recreation Committee included, volunteer time to bettering the community.

Park Budget and Funding

Annual and Projected Budgets

The Parks and Recreation budget for the �scal years 2022-2023 is $29,000. (Draft)

Resource Inventory

Public Recreation Inventory

Clearwater Township Parks and Recreation Committee and their consultant, Prein & Newhof, conducted an
extensive tour of the township and the recreational facilities located within its jurisdiction.

Torch Lake

One of the most extraordinary lakes in Michigan, the surface area of Torch Lake is 28.86 square miles, the
second largest in Michigan. Its great depth (about 300 feet, depending on the map) gives it by far the greatest
water volume of any inland lake in the state, 362 billion gallons. Often, it does not freeze in the winter because
of the large amount of heat stored in its vast water volume. It is also Michigan’s longest inland lake,
approximately 18 miles. Its maximum width is 2½ miles, and it has 41.4 miles of shoreline. With a steady 35 mile
per hour north or south wind, waves up to 4.5 feet high can develop. As a result of this great volume and a
relatively small immediate watershed, Torch Lake has exceptionally high water quality. Formerly a deep,
fjord-like bay of ancient Lake Michigan, Torch Lake became an inland lake when a sandbar formed across the
mouth of the bay (now the lake’s northwest end).

Torch River

Torch River �ows about 2.1 miles between Torch Lake and Skegemog Lake. Because of some backwater areas
(especially an area at the north end known as the bayou), its shoreline length is about �ve miles. The river forms
the boundary between Antrim and Kalkaska Counties. From the head of the river south to the inlet of Rapid
River, the water is very clear and the bottom consists of “clean, white sand.”  There is quite a bit of woody
material as well as stumps and standing dead trees in the water (a sign of the impoundment by the Elk Rapids
Dam). The DNR's 1945 survey description of Torch River’s water quality, bottom type, and vegetation is
similar to that of today. Musky congregate in the shallow mud �ats near the mouth of the Rapid River.
Rainbow trout, yellow perch, rock bass, cisco, white sucker, smallmouth bass, and pumpkinseed sun�sh are
present in addition to Great Lakes muskellunge.

Although Torch River is not a coldwater stream (due to its surface discharge from Torch Lake), it is on the
DNR’s list of designated trout streams, likely due to the seasonal presence of migratory trout heading to and
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from Rapid River. Atlantic salmon have also been observed trying to spawn in the river during fall. Fishery
biologists have raised concern about the impact of recreational boat tra�c on the river’s �sh and �sh habitat. On
busy summer weekends, hundreds of boats per hour have been counted going under Torch River Bridge
between Torch Lake and Torch River.

Rapid River

Rapid River is a tributary to Torch River. It is 18 miles long and originates about six miles northeast of Kalkaska
in a forested area of the Mancelona Plain. For most of its length, it �ows through a deep, picturesque valley
believed to have been carved by a larger glacial meltwater stream. The stream corridor is mostly forested,
undeveloped cedar swamp. The stream system has only �ve tributaries, a low number for a stream of this length,
suggesting that tremendous quantities of cold, high-quality groundwater discharge directly into the main stream
channel.  The channel above Rapid City was never cleared for log drives and therefore contains an abundant
supply of cover compared to most streams. The DNR has found a high population of wild brook trout in the
upper reaches of Rapid River, with brook, brown and rainbow trout all being found in the middle and lower
reaches of the river. The lower reach also contains white sucker, central mudminnow, sculpins, and creek chub.
Anadromous rainbow trout (a.k.a. steelhead) ascend Rapid River from Torch and Elk Lakes in spring to spawn.
Rapid River is considered a “premier” trout stream.

Skegemog Lake

Skegemog Lake, formerly known as Round Lake, is situated between Torch River and Elk Lake. It has a surface
area of 4 square miles, a maximum depth of 29 feet, a water volume of 10.3 billion gallons, and a shoreline
length of 11 miles. Over 7 miles of shoreline land on the eastern end of the lake are undeveloped. These parcels
comprise the Skegemog Swamp, one of the largest wetlands in the region. The eastern end of the lake is shallow,
and submerged logs and stumps are present quite a way o�shore in places. The logs and stumps are from trees
that once grew in a lakeside conifer swamp, but which were inundated by impoundment from the Elk Rapids
Dam. Fish species include walleye, rock bass, largemouth and smallmouth bass, white sucker, yellow perch,
bluegill, brown and rainbow trout, bullhead, channel cat�sh, northern pike, longnose gar, Great Lakes
muskellunge, cisco, pumpkinseed sun�sh, and rosyface and golden shiner.

Skegemog Lake Wildlife Area

Clearwater Township is blessed with an extensive system of Pere Marquette State Forest land (which occupies
about 1/6 of the Township's total land area). Part of this vast forest area consists of the Skegemog Lake Wildlife
Area (SLWA). SLWA extends over 3,300 acres, enjoys seven miles of frontage on Skegemog Lake, and comprises
marsh lands, conifer swamp, bogs, shrub swamps, and upland habitats. Each one of these habitat types is
ecologically important in its own regard and even more so as a large contiguous parcel. The SLWA is home to
numerous species of �sh, birds, mammals, and reptiles including Michigan’s only rattlesnake—the Massasauga.
Showy Orchids and Yellow Lady’s-slippers are just two of the eleven species of orchids that line the pathways of
this wildlife area. Its extensive trail system, totaling close to 6 miles, makes this natural area easily accessible for

7



Clearwater Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2022-2026

most visitors. Owned by the State of Michigan, the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy assumed the
stewardship responsibilities for this "Jewel of Kalkaska County" in 1998.

Pere Marquette State Forest

Michigan’s Pere Marquette State Forest extends well into Kalkaska County, and, indeed, according to the
Michigan Economic Corporation, constitutes the largest portion of the county land area.

Seven Bridges

This 314-acre Nature Area, with over one mile of frontage on Rapid River, was homesteaded in 1868 by Jacob
Rickers where he and his four sons (Jacob, William, Carl and Julius) built a prosperous lumbering business.
Charles Peschke, nephew of Jacob Rickers, inherited the property in 1944 and over the years, he and his sons
and grandsons built, maintained, and replaced seven rustic bridges crossing Rapid River and its tributaries. The
Peschke family generously allowed visitors to enjoy the property and it became a popular location for weddings
and quiet retreats. In 1994, the property was slated for a 31-home development, but as a result of the e�orts of
the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, private citizens, and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund, this historic site became an o�cial natural area for the public. The Grand Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy maintains The Seven Bridges for the State of Michigan, and it is an ideal location for �shing, hiking,
trail running, mountain biking, snow shoeing, and cross country skiing.

Water Access Points to Lakes and Rivers

Seven Accesses for Torch Lake are located along the north side of Crystal Beach Road, at Oak Street, Birch
Street, Maple Street, Cedar Street, Pine Street, Division Street and Lake Street. An access site for Torch River is
located on Aarwood Trail. In addition to the above, the public uses access sites for Rapid River at the following
locations: (1) at the Aarwood Road Bridge where Aarwood Road crosses Rapid River, and (2) where Glade
Valley Road crosses Rapid River.
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Overall Parks Inventory Map
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Heritage Recreation Park

Located on Rapid City Road south of Rapid City, this 11.3 acre complex has been reconstructed to include a
regulation baseball �eld, little league �eld,  batting cage,  soccer �eld,  picnic pavilion, playground equipment,
maintenance garage, and a measured one-half mile multipurpose walking trail. At the present time, children
from the Rapid City-Alden area participate in the Chain O' Lakes Baseball Softball League which involves
participants from 9 communities. During the 2014 season, there were 69 teams in the League, involving
approximately 900 persons (including players and coaches). Until Heritage Park was constructed, there were
inadequate baseball and softball facilities to accommodate all the children of Clearwater Township who wanted
to play on a team. The Clearwater Township Parks & Recreation Committee, with the full support of the
Clearwater Township Board set out to satisfy the Township's critical need to have su�cient baseball facilities,
and other sports facilities, to permit all children to participate who want to participate.
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Freedom Park

The two parks Freedom Park West and Freedom Park East were constructed in the mid-1970's, and they are
connected by a pathway and boardwalk running next to Rapid River, underneath Rapid City Road. Freedom
Park West was once used by Little League and it has a baseball diamond with dugouts, bleachers, and a shed for
baseball equipment. In recent years the ball�eld has fallen into disuse and is being removed from the park. The
park also contains a covered pavilion, picnic tables, a grill and porta-Johns. Direct access is available from
Freedom Park West to Rapid River for �shing. Located across Rapid City Road from Freedom Park West,
Freedom Park East is de�ned by split rail fences and has a small pavilion, playground equipment, picnic tables,
grills, benches, porta-Johns and walking trails through the woods. Freedom Park East is a favorite spot used by
many people who are young in spirit for entering the 41º F water of Rapid River.
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Lake St. Bayou

Lake Street Bayou Access is located on the south side of Crystal Beach Rd across from the Lake Street Access on
Torch Lake. It has a small access to the Bayou on Torch River. Kayakers frequently use this spot to launch and
portage their kayaks. There is parking for a few vehicles and a split rail fence barrier. 

Birch St. Park

Birch Street Park is located on the south side of Crystal Beach Road across from the Birch Street Access on
Torch Lake. It contains a covered pavilion, charcoal grills, picnic tables, and open play areas.
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Cedar St. Park

Cedar Street Park is located on the south side of Crystal Beach Road across from the Cedar Street Access on
Torch Lake. It is used primarily for over�ow parking for the Cedar Street Access to Torch Lake.

Torch Lake Access Sites

Seven access points for Torch Lake are located along the north side of Crystal Beach Road, at Oak Street, Birch
Street, Maple Street, Cedar Street, Pine Street, Division Street and Lake Street.
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Aarwood Bridge Park

 The Township has acquired from the Kalkaska County Road Commission, on a 99-year lease, Section 8, Parcel
#045-20, to permit the Township to improve the access site to Rapid River adjacent to the Aarwood Road
Bridge. There is currently parking for 5 cars. No further developments have been made to this parcel.

DNR Boat Launch

A DNR boat launch site for launching boats into Torch River is maintained just o� Aarwood Trail. The DNR
currently has plans to expand parking within the 12 acre site. 
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Seven Bridges River Trail

This 314-acre Nature Area, with over one mile of frontage on Rapid River, is a historic site that became an
o�cial natural area in 1991 thanks to the e�orts of the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, private
citizens, and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy
maintains The Seven Bridges for the State of Michigan, and it is an ideal location for �shing, hiking, trail
running, mountain biking, snow shoeing, and cross country skiing.
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Skegemog Pathway

Clearwater Township is blessed with an extensive system of Pere Marquette State Forest land (which occupies
about 1/6 of the Township's total land area). Part of this vast forest area consists of the Skegemog Lake Wildlife
Area (SLWA). This is maintained and managed by the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy.  The SLWA
extends over 3,300 acres, enjoys seven miles of frontage on Skegemog Lake, and comprises marsh lands, conifer
swamp, bogs, shrub swamps, and upland habitats. Each one of these habitat types is ecologically important in its
own regard and even more so as a large contiguous parcel. The SLWA is home to numerous species of �sh, birds,
mammals, and reptiles including Michigan’s only rattlesnake—the Massasauga. Showy Orchids and Yellow
Lady’s-slippers are just two of the eleven species of orchids that line the pathways of this wildlife area. Its
extensive trail system, shown below, totals close to 6 miles and makes this natural area easily accessible for most
visitors.
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Aarwood Trail Public Access

Public river access to the Torch River located o� Aarwood Trail Rd.  Located between Torch Lake and Lake
Skegemog, this point provides easy entry to both.
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Glade Valley Easement

The Glade Valley Easement (formerly known as the Old Iron Bridge) is located where the Old Iron Bridge was
built across Rapid River at Glade Valley Road in the mid-1800's and was originally known as the East Town
Line Bridge. The area at the Bridge is now used as a public access site for Rapid River, primarily for �shing. In
January of 2002 the Clearwater Township Board passed a resolution designating the site known as Glade Valley
Road and the Old Iron Bridge as a local historical site. Plans are being prepared for the relocation and
preservation of the bridge as a historically important part of local heritage.

Fireman’s Park

This small triangular piece of land sits near the Clearwater Fire Station. All three sides are bordered by roads.
There are several shade trees and a charcoal grill located within the space for public use.
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Heritage Roadside Park

In 1996, Clearwater Township acquired from the State of Michigan and then leased to the Michigan Heritage &
Research Foundation (herein "Michigan Heritage Foundation") 80 acres of beautiful wooded land on a blu�
overlooking McNulty Hill Road. The Foundation intends to construct on these 80 acres a mile or more of
public walking trails for hiking, bird watching and the general appreciation of nature. In addition, the
Foundation intends to construct and maintain an educational, cultural and research center in memory of (1)
Michigan soldiers Missing in Action in the Vietnam War, and (2) law enforcement o�cers who have died in the
line of duty while serving at the city, county or state level.
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Township Parks and Recreation Resources

Name Type
Acre

s

Accessibility

Rating
Amenities

Heritage Recreational

Park
Sports Complex 11.3 1

Ballfields, Soccer Field, Playground, Portable

Restroom, Gravel Parking

Freedom Park Public Park 22.2 1
Ballfield, Portable Restroom, Playground, Shelters,

Boardwalk, Memorial, Gravel Parking

Lake St. Bayou Public Access n/a 1 Water access

Birch St. Park Public Park 2.7 1 Picnic Shelter, Gravel Parking Area

Cedar St. Park Public Park 3.4 1 Gravel Parking Area

Torch Lake Access

Sites

Public Lake

Access
n/a 1 Benches, Water Access, 

Aarwood Bridge Park
Public River

Access
3.3 1 River Access

Seven Bridges Public River Trail n/a 1 River Access, River Trail

Skegemog Pathway Public Trail n/a 1 Rustic Trail and boardwalk, Trailhead

Aarwood Trail Public

Access

Public River

Access
.75 1 River Access

MI DNR Boat Launch Boat Launch n/a 1 Boat Launch

Glade Valley Rd

Easement

Public River

Access
n/a 1 River Access

Fireman’s Park Public Park .75 1 None

Heritage Roadside

Park
Memorial Park 80 1

Memorial for MIA soldiers in Vietnam War and

Fallen Police Officers
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Accessibility Scores:

1 = None of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines

2 = Some of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines

3 = Most of the facilities/ park areas meet accessibility guidelines

4 = The entire park meets accessibility guidelines

5 = The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design

Grant-Assisted Parks

GRANT ASSISTED PARKS

PROJECT # PARK NAME
PROJECT

YEAR
DESCRIPTION

GRANT
STATUS

26-01596
Clearwater Township Athletic
Complex

2002
Redeveloped softball field,

regulation soccer field, walking trail,
and erosion control.

Closed

The beginning of the project number indicates the funding source as follows:

26 = Land and Water Conservation Fund

Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities

In 2002, the Clearwater Township Parks and Recreation Commission completed work on the Clearwater
Township Athletic Complex located at Heritage Park using a Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant.  The
grant included ball�elds, soccer �elds, walking trails, and erosion controls.
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Planning Process

Plan Development Process

In February, 2001, the Clearwater Township Board �rst established the Clearwater Township Parks &
Recreation Committee as a standing committee of the township. The Committee used several methods to
obtain information for inclusion in the original Parks & Recreation Master Plan. This process included
reviewing governmental plans and documents and non-governmental information, including: Michigan DNR
Community Recreation Planning Guidelines; Clearwater Township’s Master Plan; Kalkaska County’s
Comprehensive Parks & Recreation Plan; Parks & Recreation Plans for Forest Home, Helena, Milton, and
Torch Lake Townships – as well as visiting actual facilities, surveying usage of recreation facilities, and obtaining
input from community residents and businesses. 

After reviewing all the governmental and non-governmental material, visiting the recreation sites, and
conducting two public hearings to receive public input, the committee established a vision, goals, and potential
action plans. 

The current committee continues in the philosophy and methodology of the original committee.

Public Input

Clearwater Township values the opinions and views of its residents and helped develop the following process to
gather the community’s thoughts by:

● Making copies of the survey available to residents, asking speci�c questions of the current parks and their dreams
for the future.

● The Draft Plan was made available for the public for 30 days to allow for public comment.

● Held a public hearing on June 14th, 2022 prior to adopting the park plan.

Survey Summary Results

There were a total of 43 responses to the survey.  The people who responded consider Freedom Park to be the
highest priority for improvements with Heritage Park being a close second.

The most bene�cial projects to the community are:

1. Expanding recreational opportunities at Heritage Park

2. Adding benches, tables, and waste receptacles to the public lake access sites

3. Connecting Rapid City to larger trails systems. (TART, Nakwema, KART, etc)

4. Creating a connected trail system throughout the community

5. Develop a non-motorized watercraft launch site – Torch River Access
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The least bene�cial projects to the community are:

1. Artist mural under Freedom Park Bridge

2. Developing Glade Valley Rd Easement

3. Disc golf course

4. Dog Park

5. Veterans Memorial

The public comment section of the survey asked people to provide their ideas/ needs for the parks system and
the community.  The most mentioned ideas/ needs are:

● Community event space
● Designated bike/walking trails
● Connecting to existing trail networks
● Create a “Town Square” to be used for events and farmers markets
● Doing what we can to clean up Rapid City
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Goals and Objectives

The information received from the public survey was reviewed, calculated, and analyzed to identify the
communities’ goals and objectives.  The Clearwater Township residents who participated in the survey have
provided valuable feedback regarding their wishes and desires for the recreational facilities and activities within
the Township.  The following goals and objectives were formulated based on the total number of surveys that
were �lled out.

Goal 1: Improve existing Clearwater Township parks and recreation facilities and programs to

provide adequate opportunities for year-round recreation for all members of the Clearwater

Community including the elderly and disabled.

Objective: Improve Heritage Park

Actions

● Facility additions: Concessions and restrooms; drinking fountains and lighting

● Pathway to Heritage Park from Rapid City

● New playground equipment, some with universal access

● Additional dog waste stations

● Tree plantings along walkway

● Add another baseball �eld if additional land can be acquired

● Develop a multi purpose pad (ice rink, basketball, skating) and beach volleyball court

Objective: Improve Freedom Park West

Actions

● Improve vehicular entranceway to park

● Install the 'Old Iron Bridge' as part of the relocation project to save as a local piece of heritage

● Provide power to existing pavilion, expand pavilion options and food truck court for events. Provide additional
parking and restroom facility with drinking fountain/water bottle re�ll station

● Dog park

● Convert existing ball �eld into more community space

● Create a historical heritage pathway in conjunction with Michigan Heritage Trails program, tying in the Old Iron
Bridge with local area history

Objective: Improve Freedom Park East

Actions

● Revamp existing under-bridge boardwalk for Universal Accessibility. Repair footbridge from Freedom Park East
to Freedom Park West and deteriorating steps and railings along existing trails.

24



Clearwater Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2022-2026

● Extend trail system to south side of the river through trails, boardwalks and 2 additional footbridges with
universal accessibility; plan trails to connect to school property

● Walking/biking bridge alongside Rapid City Rd.

● Interpretive trail signage for education and ecology awareness purposes

● Surveillance for security

● Additional playground equipment for younger children

● Boulder climbing wall and zip line or obstacle course designed for older youth and adults in green space adjacent
to playground equipment for younger children

● Poison ivy control

● Construct a pavilion near the play structures with attached restroom, water bottle re�ll station and storage shed

● Additional parking

● Dog waste stations

Objective: All 7 Torch Lake Public Accesses

Actions

● Improve safety and reduce soil erosion, add crosswalk signs, trash cans, dog waste stations, benches/tables and
additional parking where possible

Objective: Improve Birch St. Park

Actions

● Develop as a universal access to Torch Lake,  reduce soil erosion, add benches/tables, additional parking if
possible. Pave the drive entrance and parking area

● Sign at access advertising pavilion and port-a-potty across the road; crosswalk sign for pedestrian crossing

Objective: Improve Cedar St. Public Access

Actions

● Universal access beach with benches/tables

● Crosswalk sign for pedestrian crossing to park area across the road

Objective: Improve Lake St. Public Access

Actions

● Kayak launch on bayou side

● Crosswalk sign for pedestrian crossing to park area across the road

Objective: Improve Aarwood Road Bridge
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Actions

● Walking/biking bridge alongside existing vehicle bridge

● Viewing platform or boardwalk and trail loop and water access point for the community

● Picnic tables, benches, trash cans and port-a-johns

● Parking improvements

Objective: Improve Torch River Access (Aarwood Trail)

Actions

● Develop non-motorized watercraft launch site (handicap kayak launch)

Objective: Improve Fireman’s Park

Actions

● Memorial for �re�ghters

● Develop Signs

● Benches or picnic tables and �ower garden

● Connecting greenway path

Additional Projects

Actions

● Welcome signs - new, larger sign on Rapid City Rd south and north of town, smaller signs on Valley Rd, Aarwood
Rd, and Crystal Beach

● Uniform signage, updating park rules at all applicable parks, and website map with printable pdf of all parks,
preserves and natural spaces within the township

Goal 2: Look for opportunities to acquire more land in the township for recreation while the

property is still undeveloped, available, and affordable.

Objective: Explore the possibility of expanding existing park facilities.

Actions

● Consider working with  Clearwater Township for additional park facilities, ORV trails and water access.

● Consider purchasing land in Clearwater Township to develop another park if the right property is available.

● Encourage the acquisition of contiguous tracts of land adjacent to area covered by Skegemog Lake Wildlife Area

● Encourage the acquisition of contiguous tracts of land adjacent to area covered by Seven Bridges

● Establish additional conservation preserves in Clearwater Township through acquisition of land, such as the land
adjacent to Glade Valley Easement; possibly through purchase of conservation easements
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● Encourage the acquisition of contiguous tracts of land adjacent to the area covered by existing parks

Goal 3: Provide non-motorized connections (Designated Walking Areas and Bike Paths) to and

within recreational facilities, schools, and residential areas in order to provide safe, pleasant, and

satisfying recreation experiences.

Objectives: Expand Bike Paths

Actions

● Construct or expand designated bike paths at all existing Township Parks.

● Develop a bike path that would connect all existing Township Parks.

● Negotiate conservation easements, trail easements, leases, permits, and licenses. Purchase some parcels of land
where necessary. Construct walking trails, trail markings, signs, and parking lots. Seek to tie Clearwater Township
Greenways Trail System into the Kalkaska County Ah-Go-Sah Trail System, the TART Trail System coming from
Grand Traverse County, and Antrim County Trail Systems.

Objectives: Expand Designated Walking Areas

Actions

● Create a connected trail system linking Skegemog, Heritage, Freedom Park, Aarwood Bridge and Torch Lake
Accesses through to Village Market

● Construct or expand designated walking areas at all existing Township Parks

● Expand designated walking areas that would provide greater resources for the whole community, including senior
citizens, school children, and those interested in �tness or a leisurely walk

Goal 4: Explore the possibility of a recreational millage or long-term funding as a means to

enhance and maintain recreational facilities.

Actions

● Create a ballot proposition for a .25 Parks and Recreation millage for four years to generate funding for grant
matching, park improvements and maintenance
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Appendix A

Supplemental DNR Attachments

Survey Results

Freedom Park Master Plan

Previous Grant Projects

Public Notices

Public Meeting Agenda / Minutes

Formal Resolution to Adopt the Plan
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